Crowd cheers on flag runners Page 1 of 2

WSO SEINCIaGWI:
|Go To Section :|| SEARCH ARCHIVES:I
Howe

EDITORIAL il THURSDAY : front:
ELECTIONS 2001  »»|

Site Updated: 9:42 AM | SATURDAY, O

GO

HEWSPAPER
CLASSIFIED

|News Shortcuts

Full Text Arc

Letters to the

=l

Subscribe to

Published: Thursday, October 18, 2001 3:07 p.m. EDT  pjace a Disp
OBITUARIES | Place a Clas
ez Crowd cheers on flag runners
About The N

Top news,
weather and
movie times in

]

By LORENZO PEREZ, Staff Writer

Current
Print Adg

your paim. RALEIGH - The cheers of children and the
... News,movie  parking of Marines welcomed the volunteer
= | R:Ere;%nfour horde of runners carrying the U.S. flag to
mailbox. the State Capitol on Wednesday.
, wedding
B CURRENT: Fo Any concerns Michael E. Burr and other B
'=' 49 °F $od organizers had about luring volunteers for Anno
TODAY: Hidh 76°F: L their cross -country run to honor victims of N.C. State University student P
48 °F. Clougs and S'un?w the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks seemed Megan Wright, left, watches Re

pleasant.

TOMORROW: High 78 °F;
Low 54 °F. Sunshine and
delightful.

MORE STORIES

Six anthrax infections
confirmed

misplaced. Where one pack of local runners
let off as the flag was passed in front of the
Capitol, a handful of others stood by, eager
to jog alongside the Marines leading the
next leg.

"It's just taking off beyond our wildest

about two dozen Marines and
others follow Staff Sgt. Mike
Pecha as he carries the U.S.
flag down Hillsborough Street
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Flag Across America, a
cross-country relay.
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Dan McLaughlin, 54, heard about the run from television reports and decided to
head downtown with a friend to run a couple of miles with the flag. —
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"Personally, | think it's important that we keep going as a country, but it's also fcouprf)éﬂ:
important that we show our strength as individuals," said McLaughlin, a financial |+ yellow
adviser and avid runner from Raleigh. "I'm doing this because | have the
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"l think it's neat we can do something like this," he said. "It's too bad it has to
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Amy S. Grant, 35, was just finishing her leg as McLaughlin prepared for his.
Grant, the youth ministry director at White Memorial Presbyterian Church in *NC. S
Raleigh, fell in with the flag runners about four miles from the Capitol, as they Restaural
jogged south on Capital Boulevard. $4.99
With people cheering and drivers honking in support along the route, Grant had
no trouble cruising up the steps of the Capitol.
"It was the easiest run I've ever run,"” Grant said.
Staff writer Lorenzo Perez can be reached at 829-8937 or
Iperez@newsobserver.com
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